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Dedication 
 

This report is dedicated with deep love to our brother, Steve Beacham, who is now experiencing his 

reward in the presence of the God he loved and served. Steve passed away on March 17, 2005, 

while he was on his way to an appointment for cancer treatment. 

 

Steve brought boundless energy, deep passion and valuable insight to this committee.  While he 

will always be a part of us, his physical presence, his wisdom and his passion will be greatly 

missed. 

 

Steve and his wife, Beaj, met at Hillcrest (a multi-mission boarding school in Jos, Nigeria) as 

teenagers. Their love story warms the hearts of many, as does their deep love for MKs. After 

college Steve and Beaj went to Nigeria to work with MKs. Their unique lifestyle and ministry 

embraced all kids—missionary, business and international alike—with the love of Jesus.  

 

From all corners of the world, “kids” came to the memorial service to pay tribute to his passion for 

life and ministry. Christians and non-Christians alike gave thanks for the life of 

 

Steve Beacham. 
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A Report on How SIM USA Seeks to Care for Its  
Adult Missionary Kids 

 

Introduction 

 
Several years ago, an adult missionary kid (AMK) approached Larry Fehl, then USA 
Director for SIM (Serving In Mission), about the reality that some SIM AMKs continued to 
live in strained or estranged relationships with their parents many years after their 
childhood MK experience. 
 
This AMK also believed these AMKs and others were unable to live out their full potential 
because they continued to struggle with unresolved issues rooted in their MK past. He 
challenged Larry to consider that the Mission itself take a role in seeking reconciliation and 
healing between the AMKs, their parents, the Mission, and in many cases, with God. After 
this AMK persisted, Larry invited some AMKs, representatives from the SIM USA Board of 
Directors, Personnel Department, and Administration to come to Mission headquarters in 
early 1998 for the first ever “AMK Consultation.” After hearing the stories from the AMKs at 
that initial meeting, Larry was deeply moved and wrote an open letter of apology to AMKs. 
(See Appendix 1) 
 
Larry’s letter was published in the 1998 Volume15 #2 edition of Simroots—a newsletter for 
post-high school SIM AMKs, their caregivers, and staff from the mission schools. Simroots 
had been AMK-driven for almost 20 years and, in God’s providence, it was in place as an 
important means of dialog between the Mission and AMKs as this reconciliation process 
began and has continued. 
 
At the end of the first AMK consultation weekend, Larry asked the attendees to suggest 
names of other SIM USA AMKs who might benefit from a similar forum. Larry facilitated 
several more consultations, and the responses continued to confirm that the need for 
communication between SIM USA and its AMKs was real and productive. Many AMKs felt 
their wounding had come from the mission system itself, and were profoundly touched that 
someone at the highest Mission level cared about them. 
 
To investigate further the level of need and how better to help all SIM USA AMKs, Larry 
asked various participants of these first consultations to form a Task Force. After several 
meetings, the Task Force evolved into an Advisory Committee. Upon Larry’s retirement 
from his position as US Director, SIM asked him to maintain his outreach to SIM USA 
AMKs. 
 
In September 2004, the Advisory Committee decided to record not only the history of the 
group, but also the process through which true miracles of redemption have occurred. We 
believe that the need for similar healing and redemption exists in many other 
organizations. We also believe that it is a Biblical model to have those who represent a 
system be part of the process of repentance for past wrongs done in or by that system. 
Repeatedly we have seen this be the means of reconciliation and restoration--not only at a 
human level, but with God as well. We share our story, hoping other organizations will be 
encouraged to ask God how to respond to the needs of AMKs. 
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Beginning the Process 
 

The First Meeting 
US Director called a Mission-sponsored meeting on SIM campus and invited  

� AMKs 
� Representatives from SIM-USA Board, Personnel Department, and Administration  
� An AMK mental health professional involved in MK research and care to facilitate 

the meeting 
During the first meeting 

� AMKs shared stories--which promoted healing. 
� The facilitator made charts of issues that arose and listed common themes among 

the stories. 
� AMKs at the meeting were asked for referrals of others who might benefit from a 

consultation. 
� The Director of SIM USA validated their pain and made a face-to-face apology to 

AMKs who attended.  
 
Outcomes of the First Meeting 

� AMKs felt heard and validated. 
� The SIM USA Board approved the process. 
� A formal public apology was made through Simroots after Board approval. (See 

Appendix 1) 
 
 
 
 

Continuing the Process 
 
Subsequent Meetings 

� The US Director invited referred AMKs to mission-sponsored consultations. 
� The same format and same mental health professional facilitated all subsequent 

consultations, about two per year, for the first five years. 
 
Outcomes of Subsequent Meetings 

� A list of common MK myths expressed in the various consultations was compiled. 
(See Appendix 2) 

� AMKs responded in many positive ways. 
� There was a realization that a significant number of AMKs who view their MK 

experience as primarily positive desired a forum in which to reconnect, share their 
history, share their stories and become reacquainted as adults. 

� Follow-up opportunities were offered with mental health professionals and Mission 
representatives. 

� The US Director flew to the West Coast of the United States to meet with an AMK 
who refused to come to headquarters but said he would meet the Director in his 
(the AMK’s) home. 

� A story of pain, hope and healing was published anonymously by one attendee. 
(See “I Was Always There” Simroots 2003, Vol. 20 #1) 

� Issues of serious abuse began to emerge in some cases. 
� Reconciliation meetings were held with some parents who had been alienated from 

SIM. 
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Expanding the Process 
 

Creation of AMK Task Force which later became AMK Advisory Committee (AMK 
AC) 

� SIM USA AMK members were chosen from former consultation attendees. 
� The SIM USA Director and other key Mission personnel were included. 
� The AMK AC was funded by SIM USA. 
� The AMK AC has met twice a year. 
� The purpose of the AMK AC is to be an advisory resource to the SIM USA 

Director. 
(It appears that having AMKs “on board” not only gave greater credibility to overall AMK ministry 
that SIM USA was attempting, but it also strengthened the various individual ministries that 
members of the committee already had to MKs and AMKs.) 

� An article in the newsletter to all SIM missionaries was printed. (See Appendix 
3) 

 
Areas addressed by Task Force/Advisory Committee 

� Ministry to Adult MKs 
� Developed a survey (See Appendix 4 for condensed form of survey and 

results) to understand extent of issues in order to prioritize needs and action 
steps 

o Sent to SIM USA MKs and returned to Task Force members (SIM 
USA funded) 

o Sent follow-up letter to respondents who expressed desire for contact 
o Sent free gift book—Third Culture Kids—to AMKs who requested it. 
o Followed up survey to help Mission determine whom to invite to 

consultations and who needed a personal visit or a phone call 
� Encouraged regional “reconnects” of SIM USA AMKs with other SIM USA 

AMKs, and AMKs with SIM USA staff and Regional Directors 
o Funded by SIM USA 
o Hosted by Regional Directors, often at a local restaurant 

(The AMK Task Force originally conceived a “reconnect” to be an informal social 
event planned to promote reconnection between AMKs in the “mostly satisfied” 
group and the Mission. However, this vision wasn’t shared by some who attended a 
Reconnect. Some attendees viewed SIM participation as “propaganda.” Most AMKs 
seemed more interested in reconnecting with each other in more typical reunion 
fashion than with any special talk about or from the Mission.) 

� Encouraged reunions of AMKs 
� Referred wounded AMKs to counselors for continued care 
� Appealed to SIM USA to help subsidize Simroots 
� Affirmed SIM USA Director who initiated dialogue with severely wounded 

AMKs 
� Initiated Chat Groups for various schools and classes. 

 
� Ministry to current MKs 

� Recommended that SIM USA examine current child-protection policies (See 
Appendix 5) 

� Addressed AMK Reentry issues and suggested available resources (See 
Appendix 6) 

� Consulted with SIM USA Member Care regarding needs of college MKs 
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� Ministry to parents and caregivers 
� Conducted consultations at both SIM USA retirement centers 
� Affirmed US Director, who initiated dialogue with: 

o caregivers who had been identified as alleged perpetrators of abuse 
o parents for the purpose of reconciliation with their Adult MKs 

� Affirmed that missionary candidates wishing to be in a care-giving role for 
MKs undergo extensive screening and training prior to placement  

� Affirmed parents of AMKs that the sacrifices they made concerning their 
children has been acknowledged and is appreciated. 

 

� Ministry to other SIM offices and other missions 
� Shared our experiences through relationships with others in the organization 
� Developed this document of our journey 

 
Future Goals of AMK AC 

 
� Minister to and learn from spouses and children of AMKs  
� Research the changing faces of MKs which include intercultural marriages and 

international missionaries 
� Partner with churches to enhance their ministry to MKs, AMKs, and their families  
� Continue to acknowledge and work with easing the reentry process 
� Consider future consultations with parents and caregivers 
� Develop a pamphlet to share with parents and caregivers 
� Expand our current outreach to AMKs 
 

Reviewing the Process 
 

Elements that contributed to the healing process  
� SIM USA leadership initiated the process, supported by the Board of Directors.  
� Acknowledged and made public apology for wrongs committed. 
� Accessed current contact information for Adult MKs and former caregivers. 
� Funded all consultations, research, and Advisory Committee meetings. 

(Many MKs expressed their surprise and appreciation that SIM USA valued them enough to 
invite them and underwrite their expenses for consultations.) 

� Conducted AMK consultations on SIM campus. 
(The choice of this setting was an important factor for some AMKs in reestablishing a connection 
to the Mission.) 

� Followed up using personal visits, mail, e-mail, and phone calls. 
� Provided a resource list for further personal growth. 
� Used a professional mental health facilitator familiar with MK issues (Dr. David 

Wickstrom, an SIM USA AMK). 
 
Issues to consider 

� Mission leadership, along with the Board, have to work through their feelings 
about and fears of addressing AMKs’ needs. 

� The Mission needs to recognize and consider the impact on all involved (e.g. 
parents, spouses, other missionaries) as early as possible. 

� The Mission must consider legal implications. 
� The Mission needs to decide to do right rather than to do what feels “safe.” 
� It is better to be proactive than reactive. 
� Listening to and acknowledging people’s pain may help defuse possible legal 

consequences. 
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� Failure to acknowledge and deal with wounding has potentially severe 
implications, not only for individuals but for the organization as a whole. 
Issues of abuse need to be taken seriously and addressed. (New Tribes 
video series: A.B.U.S.E.—The 7 Deadly Sins) 

� Decisions should be made at the beginning of the process as to costs of 
professional counseling the Mission is willing to assume. 

� Good communication regarding the purpose of meetings should be established 
for the Task Force, reconnects, and consultations with parents, staff, and AMKs. 

 

Closing Comments and Conclusions 
 
As the AMK AC reflects on what God has done among SIM USA AMKs during the last few 
years, we marvel at how He prepared the way and worked in our hearts to bring this 
process together. Several aspects come to mind. 
 
First, He had already prepared a means to find SIM USA AMKs through the database built 
by volunteers for Simroots, the AMK-driven newsletter.  
 
Second, God gave our US Director the eyes and heart to see and understand the issues 
with which the AMKs and their parents were wrestling. The Director also took the initiative 
to reach out to these individuals. 
 
Next, God gave the SIM USA Board of Directors the courage to do what was right, even at 
the risk of exposing sad and messy situations in the past--situations that could potentially 
threaten the stability of the Mission. In addition, He gave the Mission the insight to call 
upon its own best resources for the project—SIM AMKs! 
 
Finally, in bringing together this group of AMKs, God provided a mix of various talents and 
experiences that enabled them to work and grow together with harmony and synergy. 
 
Above all else, we have known the joy of watching God do amazing things through this 
process. The ongoing healing among wounded AMKs is truly a work of God’s grace shown 
through His people. The reconciliation experienced between some wounded AMKs and 
their parents and caregivers has often been deep and far-reaching. Some AMKs who were 
deeply hurting, and in some cases completely estranged from parents, have experienced 
levels of forgiveness and open sharing that had previously been impossible to achieve. 
God has also used His people to provide opportunities for AMKs to reconnect with peers, 
caregivers, and the Mission itself. We’ve observed the joy of those who have reunited with 
their roots and experienced a sense of “coming home” after many years and finding they 
belong in the family.  
 
We of the SIM USA Adult Missionary Kid Advisory Committee feel honored and privileged 
to be part of a Mission that has included and cared for us even into our adult years. We 
feel privileged to participate in the process of promoting healing among other AMKs and 
enhancing their experience of belonging. There has been great joy in our hearts as we 
have seen people healed, relationships restored, old friends reunited, and forgiveness and 
unity established by GOD through this ministry.  
 
We recognize there’s much more to be done, and we are eager to see how God will 
continue to expand our efforts to unify the body. 
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We trust that God will bless other people and organizations as they consider and 
implement a similar process for their Adult MKs. To God be the Glory! 
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Appendix One 
 
Larry Fehl’s Open Letter to AMKs 
Published in Simroots 1998, Vol. 15 #2  
 

From My Heart 
 
A new awareness—perhaps that is what happened to me. On May 8 and 9 this year I 
convened a special consultation of Adult MKs, Administration, and Board members. 
During that meeting I had one of those moments when a light bulb went on in my head. I 
finally understood. Let me try to describe what took place in my heart. First, I have a new 
recognition of a responsibility that I had overlooked. I discovered that I am responsible for 
the continuation or changes of past SIM systems. Second, I now realize that I have not 
been as vocal and visible as I should have been as advocate for AMK concerns. I also 
know that there are things regarding AMK issues that I cannot delegate to others. From 
now on I intend to be more aggressive in rebuilding broken relationships between AMKs 
and SIM and Parents. 
 Third, I became aware of my responsibility, like Nehemiah, to confess my sins of 
omission as well as the sins of past SIM administrations. I understand that in many 
instances, we have been partially responsible for your pain and suffering when you were 
on the field. 
 During that May meeting I felt your pain and wept openly during the recounting of 
stories, and so I am asking you to please forgive me, past SIM administrations, SIM dorm 
parents, and your parents when we have not demonstrated grace and love. I want to open 
the doors of reconciliation and healing. 
Appendix Two 
 

MK Misperceptions 
 
Myth: (2)…a recurring theme…that appeals to the consciousness of a people…by giving 
expression to deep, commonly felt emotions. (3) a fiction or half-truth, esp. one that forms 
part of the ideology of a society 
 
Following is a compilation of some MK myths gathered from the various consultations with 
AMKs. Each consultation gave opportunity for AMKs to talk about the basic inner 
messages they had believed while growing up as children in a missionary system. 
 

1. Be perfect or there will be serious consequences, and it will detract from your 
parents’ ministry, and people will go to hell. 

2. No grace! Parents must support the boarding school rules and enforce them with 
their kids; they may not defend their kids. 

3. Unquestioning obedience is required even to trivial rules. 
4. When times are tough and you are hurting, support is not available. 
5. You had better behave and not need your parents, or people will go to hell because 

they won’t be able to tell them about Jesus because they are distracted by you and 
your (relatively insignificant) needs. 

6. Just do . . . don’t question—if you want to stay out of trouble. 
7. Don’t talk about pain—especially between parents and children. 
8. Don’t feel, don’t talk, don’t think. If you do . . . 
9. Being different is bad. 
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10. Don’t grieve; don’t feel bad; if you do, you are not “spiritual”—not really trusting 
God. 

11. To say that something is hard (even though true) is complaining and therefore 
unspiritual and evil. 

12. I’m alone; comfort is not available; I must suffer in silence.  
13. It’s my fault; I’m wrong; the system is never wrong. 
14. Don’t need anybody—just stay busy. 
15. My needs are not important—at least not as important as others’--especially those 

our parents work with.  
16. Fit in; differences of belief or theology disqualify you. 
17. DON’T—If it feels good, is fun, makes you happy, it is probably bad and unspiritual 

and will get you into trouble. 
18. If you get too close to someone, you’ll lose him/her—God will take him/her away. 
19. If you count your blessings, you won’t need anything or feel bad. 
20. There was a Conspiracy of Silence. 
21. God equals the system. 
22. Crying is a sign of weakness and lack of faith in God, so you should be ashamed of 

yourself if you do it or show any signs of discontent or unhappiness. 
23. If I fully yield my life to God, something awful might happen. After all, the only 

experience I have of God’s will involves pain (like being sent to boarding school). 
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Appendix Three 

AMKTF 

Adult Missionary Kid Task Force 
Microcosm of Christian Body-life 

By Bill Hayes 
March 2000 

US NEWS (published monthly for the SIM USA Family) 
 

 
He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; 
or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.” Malachi 4:6 
 

 

I had previously attended two Adult MK Consultations, groups of grown-up SIM MKs who desired 
to, in some way, reconnect with SIM. There were many happy reunions and also painful issues: 
perceived abandonment by parents and God, invalidation of God’s image-bearers, abusive 
situations, legalism. I watched reconciliation in action. Gut-wrenching and glorious!! We dare not 
wallow in our position as victims, but must pursue the appropriation of our victory in Christ. These 
seminars were clear steps toward that reality. 
 
STAYING CONNECTED 
It became clear through these initial consultations, that participants required different levels of 
follow-up to effectively process and move on in their lives. Some were happy to have been 
validated by SIM through the consultation alone. For others, the consultations stirred up desire to 
remain connected in some way with their past, to contribute to the betterment of MKs--past, 
present and future. Still others required deeper intervention. 
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FORMING A TASK FORCE 
As a result, Larry Fehl formed an Adult Missionary Kid Task Force (AMKTF) in October 1999 to 
address the issues raised in the consultations and to provide suggestions for a cost-effective way 
to continue addressing MK and AMK issues. The focus broadened to include not only addressing 
reconciliation and past pains, but also to reaching out to current and future MKs.  
 
Larry Fehl asked me to join the AMKTF, which convened on January 21-22. Just another meeting? 
NO! Much prayer prevented the enemy from having his way. It was a microcosm of Christian 
Body-life. Fifteen very different individuals, gifted and united by the Holy Spirit, with common 
purpose joined hearts, minds, and pens to consider and to develop plans for SIM’s handling MK 
issues of the past, present, and future. We accomplished a great deal in a short period of time. My 
sense was that our prayers were clearly answered. 
 
Who comprised the Task Force? Our facilitator was Nancy Ackley Ruth 
(AMK/Ethiopia/Sudan/Liberia/Nigeria). Members of the task force were: Beaj Beacham 
(AMK/Liberia/Nigeria), Carol Beacham (MK/Nigeria), Dave Harling (AMK/Nigeria), Minna Kayser 
(AMK/Ethiopia), Karen Seger Keegan (AMK/Nigeria), Jim Nash (AMK/Ethiopia), Don Price 
(AMK/Nigeria), Larry Fehl, Ken and Phyllis Lloyd (SIM USA staff) and Bill Hayes. Members absent 
from this meeting were Steve Beacham, Kay Swank Friesen, and Cherry Long Sabathne.  
 
The AMKTF met after several months of e-mail collaboration. We divided into four teams who 
tackled what we perceived to be the four pressing areas of need: 1) contacting SIM AMKs to 
assess how their MK experience affected their lives; 2) developing resources for meeting needs 
identified at AMK consultations or otherwise; 3) facilitating the reconnecting of AMKs to SIM 
through regional consultations and reunions; 4) addressing two past abusive situations in our 
boarding schools and making plans to prevent future similar difficulties. 
 
� Team One determined to communicate SIM’s responsibility and care for its AMKs by initially 

sending a survey to everyone we can locate. The anonymous survey would seek to gather 
information regarding how their MK experience impacted their lives, both in positive ways and 
negative ones. We would offer them our MK newsletter, Simroots, invite them to attend an 
AMK Consultation; and offer them a free copy of Third Culture Kids: The Experience of 
Growing Up Among Worlds by Dave Pollock and Ruth Van Reken. (Bravo!!!) 

 
� Team Two addressed the challenge of determining the levels of intervention required for the 

varied cross-section of MK needs identified during AMK Consultations or otherwise coming to 
the attention of SIM USA. They hope to compile statistics which could be used for requesting 
funding (through foundations, etc.) to help meet the needs of AMKs. They plan to formulate an 
end-of-consultation evaluation tool for this purpose. They further discussed planning the first 
parent consultation at Sebring, and developing a Myths (learned during childhood) vs. Biblical 
Truths table to disseminate at consultations, and they created an impressive multi-level 
intervention grid for evaluating MK needs (ask them about it!). 

 
� Team Three brainstormed ways to make reconnecting with SIM more attractive and more 

feasible for AMKs around the country. They recommended establishing a reunion for all AMKs 
as a “first level” step toward reconnection. A second level forum would be an “AMK 
Reconnect,” a single informal session desiring to reconnect the MK with her/his mission roots, 
but not dealing with more emotional issues. The third level would be the AMK Consultations 
that would be expanded to more accessible regional consultations. In addition, the spectrum of 
reconciliation would eventually include caregiver with SIM, and AMK with caregiver. 
(Optimistic? Yes.) 

 
� Team Four was given the label Crisis Management. We (my group) were charged with 

addressing two situations in the past where MKs were abused at our boarding schools. These 
incidents recently came to light and demand attention. We hope to identify all MKs potentially 
affected and provide consultations for all that are interested. Regarding future situations, the 
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following prevention measures were discussed: sexual abuse orientation for school staff, 
preparation standards for field leaders and parents, adequate sexual abuse policies for field 
and home offices, ongoing marriage enrichment for all married boarding school staff.  

 
Reconciliation within the Body of Christ is strategic. Our struggle is against rulers, authorities, 
powers of darkness and evil. Either Satan gains strongholds which handicap individuals and 
continue to fester through our relationships, or conquerors in Christ take their stand against the 
devil’s schemes and retake the land acre by acre, heart by heart. We need to pray for God’s 
wisdom and perseverance as we march into enemy territory, pursuing the ministry of reconciliation 
entrusted to us by Him who is our reconciliation. 
 
We are grateful to God for the current leadership He has established at SIM USA. Their 
compassionate hearts and caring spirits were evident during our two-day meeting, and in their 
continuing efforts to turn the hearts of our children to their Father. I am grateful to God’s Spirit for 
knitting our hearts together in pursuit of Him and His scattered children. 
 

So there is hope for your future,” declared Yahweh. “Your children will return to their own 
land.” Jer.31:17 

 
 

Dr Bill Hayes is a Member Care Facilitator and counselor for SIM-USA.  He holds the ThM from 
Dallas Theological Seminary and a PhD in Marriage & Family Therapy from Fuller Theological 
Seminary. He and his wife, Bonnie, were SIM missionaries in Cote d’Ivoire.  
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Appendix Four   
 
Note: We learned that a pilot survey should have been utilized to determine validity of the questions, and a 
professional familiar with survey construction should have been consulted in order to assure definitive 
results. 

 
Abbreviated AMK Questionnaire 

The purpose of this survey is to gather information regarding how your MK experience impacted your life, 
both short-term and long-term. Therefore, it is important to us that you be very honest in your responses. 
 
If you would like to be contacted either to attend a regional meeting to discuss in a group setting your MK 
experience or to request help or more information, please complete the enclosed card and return it to us.  

 

NAME (Optional)  
 
1. Age ____ Gender M __ F __ 
 
 School    Grades   Years___ Boarder/Nonboarder____ 
  
2. In which country/s did your parents serve? 
 
3. Which type of schooling did you find most beneficial? (public, boarding, home, other) 
 
4. Why was it beneficial? Check which ones apply. 
___ Sense of belonging 
___ Independence 
___ Sense of safety/security 
___ Variety of experiences 
___ Good facilities 
___ Close/with family 
___ Good quality of education 
___ Flexible schedule 
___ Closer identification with host culture 
___ Closer identification with home culture 
___ Other (explain)  
 
5. Which type of schooling did you find the most challenging? (public, boarding, home, other) 
 
6. Why was it challenging? Check which ones apply. 
 
___ Poor mentoring 
___ Separation from family 
___ Limited facilities for special needs 
___ Sense of abandonment 
___ Never fit in  
___ Rigid rules 
___ Other (explain)  
___ Abuse (Indicate which type: sexual, physical, emotional, spiritual) 
 ___ By peers  ___ By staff missionaries 
 ___ By host nationals ___ By family 
 ___ By host family 
 

7. Do you have concerns, angers, fears, unfinished business which need to be addressed? Yes __ No __ 

 

8. Do you have memory lapses/gaps of time in your development that you cannot remember? 

 No __   Yes __ (Which years?) ______ to ______  

 

9. What other factors specifically from your MK background significantly impacted your life in positive or negative 

ways? 
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10. What do you wish you had known before returning to the USA? 

 

11. From your own experience, what suggestions would you make to SIM to help MKs maximize the benefits of their 

backgrounds? What suggestions do you have for SIM that would help AMKs deal more effectively with the challenges 

they face because of their experience? 

 
 

Thank you for your input. If you would be interested in attending a regional group meeting to 

discuss your MK experience, please indicate on the enclosed card. 

AMK Response Card 
Name: _____________________________________  
Age: ________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________ 
______________________________________________  
 
Are you interested in attending a school reunion? Y___N___ 
 

If so, which school? _______________________ 
 

If so, would you be interested in helping to coordinate a reunion? Y____  N____ 
 
Would you be interested in an informal AMK reconnect meeting in your area? 
 
Would you be interested in participating in an AMK consultation weekend? 
 
Anyone else you might recommend to attend an AMK consultation? 
 
____Please send me a free copy of Third Culture Kids: The Experience of Growing Up 
Among Worlds by David C. Pollock and Ruth E. Van Reken. 
 
Send this card to: SIM Member Care P.O. Box 7900  Charlotte, NC 28241 
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Brief Summary of Some Results of the AMK Survey 
 

� Approximately 1000 questionnaires were sent to USA AMKs. One third of the AMKs 
responded, some with lengthy comments and stories attached. 

� Almost 22% of survey respondents said their experience was a happy one, and 
they are happy now. 

� There is a large group of AMKs who needed “something” (approximately 48%). 
o Some felt overlooked because of “more needy” AMKs. 
o Many who said their experience was happy and are now happy still wish to 

connect with AMK peers (over 50%) 
� Almost 21% said they had a bad experience and are still processing it. 
� There was a small group of “severely” wounded AMKs (approximately 7%). 
� About half the abuse cases reported were by boarding school staff, followed by 

abuse by peers, nationals, family members, and host families. 
� Results of the survey helped the committee be more inclusive of the larger group of 

“mostly OK” AMKs as well as the most severely wounded AMKs. 
� Many AMKs asked what the Mission is doing now to prevent or correct problems 

they had faced. 
� Reentry issues were bigger than anticipated, and were mentioned by over 50% of 

respondents who wrote comments, including comments made by those who had 
“happy experiences” as MKs: “I wish I had known that the adjustment was going to 
be so difficult and how hard it really is to adjust to living here indefinitely. It still 
doesn’t feel like home, and it’s been over 30 years.” 

� The overwhelming challenge for boarding school MKs was the issue of separation 
from parents, followed by a sense of abandonment. 

� Quality of education rated the highest benefit of their MK education experience. 
� More responses are reported in Simroots 2001, Vol. 18 #1 and #2. 

(See http://simroots.sim.org) 
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Appendix Five 
 

SIM’s Child Protection Policies for Today’s MKs 
 
Advisory Committee members, Steve and Beaj Beacham, who served as house parents 
for high schoolers in Nigeria became involved in developing a child protection policy for 
Mission-related schools. As a result, a strong reentry program was begun, and a safe 
person with whom kids could talk was made available. This model has been shared with 
the larger SIM community. The Beachams wrote the following report in Simroots 2003, 
Vol. 20 #1. (See http://simroots.sim.org) 
 
SIM Prevention Policy 
In answer to the question people are asking, “So what is SIM doing now to prevent what 
happened to me from happening to kids today?” here are some observations from our 
perspective. 
 
The general apology that Larry gave in Simroots (Vol. 15 #2) and the consultations that 
SIM provides AMKs are evidence that SIM is really serious about reaching its Adult MKs 
as well as its present MKs. It is also evident that SIM USA’s new Director is committed to 
the same “mentality” towards MKs. 
 
Each overseas field has MK Coordinators elected by the Mission body on that field that 
head up MK care on that field. From our experience here in Nigeria, they take their 
responsibility VERY seriously. Every three years all the MK Coordinators meet together 
from all over the world and share ideas and seek ways to better serve MKs. In the last 
meeting the Nigeria MK Coordinator shared the Child Protection Policy that we were able 
to establish for Niger Creek Hostel. 
 
In Nigeria, our Child Protection Policy provides for significant accountability where 
caregivers are asked a series of very personal and in-depth questions dealing with areas 
like thought life, relationship with the Lord, relationships within their own marriage and 
family, morality issues, attitudes toward kids they are caring for, etc. These in-depth 
interviews take place at the beginning of each semester. The dorm parents are also 
required to have accountability partners (preferably from the hostel board) that they meet 
with bi-monthly along with bi-monthly meetings with the Personnel Director. 
 
Each missionary, at the end of each term, is required to have an “end-of-term” interview 
with Mission administration. Part of this involves “end-of-term” interviews that the kids 
have with the MK Coordinator where they can share their own personal feelings and 
perspectives. They are also interviewed and “debriefed” State-side when their parents do 
their interviews in Charlotte. 
 
SIM is very concerned about how their families are doing and are very willing to provide 
help (like Link Care) to those families that are in need. 
 
SIM is flexible in allowing families to choose the best educational options for their kids. If 
boarding is an option that is chosen by the family, SIM is committed to providing a 
nurturing environment for the kids, an environment that is as “family-styled” as possible. 
 
SIM works VERY HARD to recruit teachers and caregivers that feel called to work with 
MKs. 
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SIM has developed a packet of information that is sent out to every MK junior in high 
school that includes a wealth of information on preparing for returning to the U.S. From 
personal experience we can testify as to how helpful these packets are. They include not 
only information on reentry but also on college application and financial aid, SIM contact 
information and policies and procedures (especially medical and financial), etc. 
 
SIM is also committed to our kids attending some type of reentry program when they 
return to the U.S. There are several good programs available. In addition to this, we try to 
do a lot on the field before they leave so that they are able to “leave well”—which is key to 
being able to “enter well.” Here in Nigeria, since we teach Bible, we have incorporated into 
the senior Bible class a section on leaving and reentry. We also have a Senior Retreat 
where we take all the seniors (who want to go) to Miango Rest Home for the weekend (at 
no expense to the student) and have a more intensive time of discussing leaving and 
reentry issues. This also provides for a time for the seniors to be together away from other 
distractions and to spend time together. We used to do this at the end of the spring 
semester. However in talking with Dave Pollock (Interaction Director) about this, he 
suggested we move the weekend to early in the semester so the kids had information they 
could use throughout that last semester before they left. We made that adjustment and it 
was very beneficial. 
 
It is now SIM policy that Mission families can bring each college kid back to the field twice 
for visits. This has proven to be extremely helpful in a kid’s ability to say goodbye to the 
field and make necessary reentry adjustments. Of the MKs we’ve been working with over 
the years, virtually all that we know have been able to come back at least once for a visit.  
 
SIM is working on a database for its college-age MKs so they can better serve them during 
this time of transition. This database would be available to the Mission Regional Directors 
who could then be of assistance in helping the MK “network” with people in the region who 
have a burden to reach out and minister to MKs. 
 
These are some of the things SIM is doing to assist MKs in having a good experience on 
the field and in their reentry into their “passport country.” 
 
Other articles by the Beachams can be found in Simroots 2000, Vol. 17 #1. 
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Appendix Six 
 

AMK Resources – check www.mks4mks.org for updated resources. 
 
Books  

� Reentry by Walter Jordan 
� The Family in Mission: Understanding and Caring for Those Who Serve, an 

edited volume of works by numerous authors associated with the 15 years of 
research of MK-CART/CORE, published by MTI www.mti.org/books_family.htm  

� Raising Resilient MKs, an edited volume by numerous authors and published by 
ACSI www.acsi.org/web2003/store  

� Third Culture Kids: The Experience of Growing Up Among Worlds by David C. 
Pollock and Ruth E. Van Reken, Nicholas Brealey/Intercultural Press 
www.interculturalpress.com  

 
Counseling 
SIM utilizes numerous resources to provide counseling for MKs and their families. 
Included are counseling ministries like  

� Link Care in California 
� Alongside in Michigan 
� Fairhaven Ministries in Tennessee  
� Missionary Family Counseling Services www.mfcs.org 
� Missions and Mental Health www.missionarycare.com  
� M&K Ministry www.mkministry.org  

 
Homes for MKs in Transition 
Write to Simroots@sim.org for list 
 
Reentry Seminars 

� Barnabas in conjunction with and partially funded by the Narramore Christian 
Foundation holds seminars every summer at Biola University in La Mirada, CA. 
www.barnabas.org 

� Missionary Resources Connection in Columbia, SC, holds a seminar in August 
at Lookup Lodge, a camp/retreat center near Greenville, SC. 
www.missonaryresources.org/index.php  

� Interaction Inc. holds seminars in or near Colorado Springs, CO, at least once a 
year. www.tckinteract.net  

� Interaction in connection with Missionary Health Institute staff in Toronto, 
Ontario, holds MK reentry seminars in Ontario when there is enough interest. 

� Global Adapt holds field-based MK reentry seminars. Contact Steve Snyder 
(steve@globaladapt.org). www.globaladapt.org  

 
Web sites for MK Issues 
www.crossculturalkid.org – ministry to the CCK (Cross-Cultural Kid) 
www.mknet.org - MK network 
www.mksafetynet.cjb.net - Network for abused MKs 
www.tckworld.com 
www.mislinks.org - links to web-based resources 
http://homesnu.edu/%7Ehculbert/mklinks.htm - links to MK resources  
www.mukappa.org/adata/ched-handbook.pdf - CHED College Prep. Handbook  
www.gnvv.org - Global Nomads Virtual Village  
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www.millennialsrising.com - information about this generation of MKs and missionaries 
www.mkplanet.com - online MK “community” 
www.mti.org - Mission Training International resources 
http://advocateweb.org - resources for abused 


